IONIAN ISLANDS

this very moment, in the different cities of Italy, copying and
arranging all the music you ask for.

Let me assure you that I shall take the greatest trouble
to see that your intentions are fulfilled, and that the Conser-
vatoire is enriched with any musical treasures it may lack.

Of all the Fine Arts, music is that which most influences
the passions, and that, therefore, which a legislator should
do most to encourage. A few bars of moral music, composed
by a master hand, cannot fail to affect the feelings, and
have much more influence than a well-written book about
morality, which convinces our reason without altering our
habits.

[CORRESP., ill, 2042.]
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TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY

HEADQUARTERS, MILAN, August i, 1797.

AFTER a successful fortnight's voyage, the fleet which
left Venice (composed of a number of ships of the line and
a few frigates under the command of Captain Bourde",
and carrying landing forces under General Gentili) anchored
in the roads at Corfu. Four Venetian warships, which
happened to be there, joined forces with our fleet.

On the loth messidor our troops disembarked, and
occupied the Corfu ports, in which they found 600 pieces
of artillery, mostly of bronze. A huge crowd gathered on
the shore to greet our troops with such cries of eagerness,
and enthusiasm as animate people who are recovering their
freedom.

At the head of the crowd was the 'pope,* or religious
chief of the district, an educated man of great age. He
advanced towards General Gentili, and said: 'Frenchmen!
you will find in this island a people ignorant of those arts
and sciences which distinguish other nations. But do not
despise them on that account: they can still become again
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